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Lessons learned from the 4000 Å break

Kauffmann et al. (2003, MNRAS, 341, 33)

Data
∼ 25000 SDSS galaxies
∆ HδA < 0.8 Å
∆ Dn(4000) < 0.03

Model predictions
0.2× solar metallicity
1.0× solar metallicity
2.5× solar metallicity

lines→ burst
symbols→ continuous SF
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Lessons learned from the 4000 Å break

Kauffmann et al. (2003, MNRAS, 341, 33)
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Lessons learned from the 4000 Å break

Hernán-Caballero et al. (2013, in press)

The 4000 Å break can be measured in SHARDS spectra!

The'4000'Å'break'as'seen'by'SHARDS'
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Lessons learned from the 4000 Å break

HδA is defined with three bandpasses of 38.15, 38.75
and 32.50 Å. Thus, it cannot be properly measured in
SHARDS spectra.

Is there an alternative to HδA that we can define with
bandpasses of ∼ 100 Å?

−→ The Balmer break

Absorption indices with SHARDS (♣) First SHARDS Meeting Madrid, June 20-21, 2013 7 / 40



Lessons learned from the 4000 Å break

Kriek et al. (2006, ApJ, 645, 44)

−→
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The Balmer break in stars
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The Balmer break in stars

Stellar library: MILES
Sánchez-Blázquez et al. (2006), Cenarro et al. (2007); Falcón-Barroso et al. (2011)
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The Balmer break in stars

0.5 1.0 1.5
5040/Teff

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5
D

n
4

0
0

0

Absorption indices with SHARDS (♣) First SHARDS Meeting Madrid, June 20-21, 2013 11 / 40



The Balmer break in stars
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The Balmer break in stars

3400 3500 3600 3700 3800 3900 4000 4100 4200

Wavelength (Å)
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The Balmer break in stars
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The Balmer break in stars
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The Balmer break in stars
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The Balmer break in stars
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The Balmer break in stars
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The Balmer break in stars

Time to play with the bandpass limits. . .
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The Balmer break in stars
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The Balmer break in stars
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The Balmer break in galaxies
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The Balmer break in galaxies
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The Balmer break in galaxies

SELECT s.plate, s.mjd, s.fiberid
FROM BESTDR9..SpecObj as s
WHERE s.zWarning=0 AND (s.class=’GALAXY’)

−→ > 1.3× 106 galaxies!
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The Balmer break in galaxies
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The Balmer break in galaxies
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The Balmer break in galaxies

3000 3500 4000 4500 5000 5500 6000 6500
rest frame wavelegnth(Å) in vacuum

0

5

10

15

flu
x

plate=0266, mjd=51630, fiberid=0010

Absorption indices with SHARDS (♣) First SHARDS Meeting Madrid, June 20-21, 2013 27 / 40



The Balmer break in galaxies
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The Balmer break in galaxies
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The Balmer break in galaxies
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The Balmer break in galaxies
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Å

)

0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

lo
g(

co
rr

ec
te

d
er

ro
r)
−

[lo
g(
c e

rr
)
−

lo
g(

S
/N

Å
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The Balmer break in galaxies
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Å

)

10−2

10−1

lo
g(

co
rr

ec
te

d
er

ro
r)

KBalmer5′
normal

starforming

starburst

agn

100 101

log(S/N
Å

)

0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

lo
g(

co
rr

ec
te

d
er

ro
r)
−

[lo
g(
c e

rr
)
−

lo
g(

S
/N

Å
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The Balmer break in galaxies
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4 < S/N(Å) ≤ 6
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⇒
The Balmer break may constitute a
good alternative to HδA for spectra with
the spectral resolution of SHARDS.
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